


The Second Part - Of Man's Deliverance
Of God The Holy Ghost

Lord's Day 23
Question 59. But what doth it profit thee now that thou believest all this?
Answer. That | am righteous in Christ, before God, and an heir of eternal life. [a]
Question 60. How are thou righteous before God?

Answer. Only [b] by a true faith in Jesus Christ; so that though my conscience accuse me, that | have grossly transgressed all
the commandments of God, and [c] kept none of them, and am still [d] inclined to all evil; notwithstanding, God, without any
[e] merit of mine, but only of mere [f] grace, grants [g] and [h] imputes to me, the perfect [i] satisfaction, righteousness and
holiness of Christ; even so, as if | never had had, nor committed any sin: yea, as if | had fully [j] accomplished all that
obedience which Christ has accomplished for me; [k] inasmuch as | embrace such benefit with a believing heart.

Question 61. Why sayest thou, that thou art righteous by faith only?

Answer. Not that | am acceptable to God, on account of the [I] worthiness of my faith; but because only the satisfaction,
righteousness, and holiness of Christ, is my righteousness before [m] God; and that | cannot receive [n] and apply the same to
myself any other way than by faith only.

[a]: Rom. 5:1; Rom. 1:17; John 3:36 [h]: 1John 2:1

[b]: Rom. 3:22ff; Gal. 2:16; Eph. 2:8,9 [i]: Rom. 3:24,25

[c]: Rom. 3:9ff [i]: 2Cor. 5:21

[d]: Rom. 7:23 [k]: Rom. 3:28; John 3:18
[e]: Rom. 3:24 [1]: Psa. 16:2; Eph. 2:8,9
[f]: Tit. 3:5; Eph 2:8,9 [m]: 1Cor. 1:30; 1Cor. 2:2

[g]: Rom. 4:4,5; 2Cor. 5:19 [n]: LJohn 5:10
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June 4 - LD 23, Day 1: The Profit of Faith
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Romans 4:1-12

It is quite clear why our teacher who instructs us in the truth of Scripture, should now ask this important question: What is
the profit of your faith?

We have been instructed in all the truths that God has revealed in His word. We have been told that these truths are the
objects of our faith. We have repeatedly recited our lessons.

“I believe in God the Father.”

“I believe in His only begotten Son.”

“I believe in all the work that Christ did from His birth to His exaltation and will do until His second coming.”
“I believe in the Holy Ghost.”

“I believe in a holy catholic church.”

“I believe in the resurrection of the body.”

“I believe in the forgiveness of sins.”

“I believe in life eternal.”

Now: what profit is there in the fact that we believe all these things? That is a good question.
The answer of the teacher in our classroom is quite surprising. He could have said: Faith makes all these truths our own
possession and experience. He could have said: The profit is that God is our Father. Christ is our Savior. Christ died for us.

Christ is our Lord in heaven. We are members of the church of Christ. Our sins are forgiven. We shall inherit eternal life.

‘But our teacher does not do that. Rather, he chooses to point us to one truth, which, if true, makes all the other truths ours
as well. If we are righteous, we possess all the other blessings of salvation as well.

It is like a man in prison for an enormous debt, which he cannot pay. He is there until the debt is paid. But someone comes
along and pays the entire debt. He can then be released from prison and enjoy all the blessings of freedom with his wife and

children, his friends and relatives, and in God’s creation. But the important thing is that he is legally declared to have no debt.

And so our teacher points out to us what a wonderful power faith is. Faith believes “that we are righteous in Christ, before
God.” When faith can and does believe that, then faith can also believe everything else. But to be righteous is first.

So our teacher takes great pains to point out several things about this “profit” of faith.

First, we are righteous in Christ.

Second, we are righteous before God.

Third, we come to the knowledge of our righteousness only by faith.

Fourth, this means that we do not come to our righteousness by our works.

Fifth, we do not even come to the knowledge of our righteousness because of the worthiness of our faith.

Sixth, we become righteous by faith in Christ. The only way we possess that righteousness approved of God is to appropriate
by faith the righteousness of Christ.



June 5 - LD 23, Day 2: What is the Righteousness we have by Faith?
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Numbers 23
We really have to understand what righteousness is, if we are to appreciate this profit of faith.

Righteousness is different from holiness. When God created Adam in His own image, He created him in the true knowledge of
God, righteousness and holiness.

Holiness has to do with the moral character of one’s nature. God is holy, because His divine essence is without the least
blemish or moral spot. We are holy when our natures are without the corruption and depravity of sin.

Righteousness has to do with our activity.

God is righteous because everything He does is perfectly in harmony with the holiness of His divine nature. We are righteous
when everything we do is in keeping with a holy nature we possess.

By “everything we do,” | mean our thoughts, our desires, our emotions, as well as our words and deeds. When all these
things reveal a holy nature, then we are righteous.

But, as you well know, our natures are not holy. They are not holy in any aspect. They are corrupt, depraved, morally dead,
and incapable of doing any good. And because our natures are in no way holy, we cannot do anything right. We are
unrighteous. Every thought, desire, word, deed and emotion is wrong. They are contrary to God’s will. They deserve the
punishment of death.

The righteousness of which the text speaks is the righteousness God gives us by His grace. That is, God declares that all His
people have no sin, all that they do is perfectly in harmony with His law and His own divine being, and they are, therefore,
heirs of eternal life.

We must be clear on what this means. Martin Luther used a Latin expression, Justus simul peccator. This Latin expression
means that we are found to be just, while we are, in our lives, sinners. It is like a judge pronouncing a murderer to have never
committed the crime of murder, even though he was found guilty of the crime and even though he confessed it to be true.

The clearest instance of this is found in Numbers 23:21. You will recall the history.

Israel was just east of the Jordan River, on the Eastern boundary of Canaan. The nation was camped in a valley. To the south
was a high plateau, which was occupied by Moab. Balak was king of Moab, and frightened by the nation of Israel. And so he
hired Balaam, a prophet out of Mesopotamia, to come and curse Israel, for Balak knew that if Balaam cursed Israel, they

would never be a threat to him.

Balaam tried to curse, but could only bless. Finally, Balak, in despair, took Balaam to a place where only the outer fringes of
Israel’s camp could be seen. It was Israel at its very worst, where the mixed multitude was camped.

What did Balaam say? “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel:” That was all
Balaam could say.

That is what it means to be righteous before God.



June 6 — LD 23, Day 3: Righteous in Christ
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Romans 4:13-25

Yesterday we left Balaam on the heights of Moab blessing Israel when Balak had hired him to curse God’s people. Balaam
spoke in the same way the donkey spoke, when the donkey attempted to prevent him from going to Moab to curse Israel.
God caused the donkey to speak words of warning to Balaam. God caused Balaam to speak words of blessing when he
wanted to curse.

But in the middle of the camp of Israel was the tabernacle and the priests going about their work of sacrificing, and the
smoke of their sacrifices rose towards the sky. And so, when Balaam was forced against his will to bless Israel and when he
said, “He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel:” Balaam added, “the Lord his God is
with him, and the shout of a king is among them.”

God was saying through wicked Balaam, “I see no sin in this nation because | am with them and Christ, their king, is among
them.”

Israel was righteous. And that meant that when Balak and Balaam wanted to curse Israel for Israel’s many sins (and they were
terrible), God said, as it were, “How can | curse them? | do not see any sin in them. All | see is a righteous and holy people.
They can only be blessed.”

What could be the reason for this? The answer is that, as our teacher points out to us, we are righteous in Christ.

Christ is righteous because of His death on the cross. All our sins were made the sins of Christ, and all the guilt of all the sins
of all the people of God were placed on Christ. “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be

made the righteousness of God in him” (Il Cor. 5:21).

Christ was made responsible for all our sins and guilt. For them, he went to the cross on which God poured out all the wrath
he had against all the sins of all the elect. Christ suffered what God’s people should have suffered.

Christ paid the debt that was our debt, and by His perfect obedience he earned for us righteousness. If our debt is paid, we
are now righteous.

This was a legal transaction. Legally, Christ stood before God’s bar of justice and God condemned Christ to die for the debt of
all the elect. Christ did this willingly, and paid that debt by bearing all the guilt of our sins. He, therefore, became, though

guilty for our sins, perfectly righteous.

But that righteousness God imputed to us. Not because of what we had done, but because of what Christ had done. “[He]
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification” (Rom. 4:25).

And so our teacher reminds us that we are righteous before God, in Christ.

This great work of God is called justification. The word literally means, to make just or righteous. It is God’s declaration that
he sees no sin in us.

What a wonderful blessing that is! We can sing, “How blest is he whose trespass hath freely been forgiven” (Psalter No. 83).



June 7 — LD 23, Day 4: The Blessedness of Justification
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Romans 8:31-39

Justification is a great work of God in Jesus Christ, and is a blessing that forms the basis for all the other blessings of salvation.
If we are not justified before God, we do not have a right or claim to any of the blessings of salvation, for we are then sinners,
worthy only of hell.

But if God justifies us, then we have the rightful claim to all the blessings of salvation, for we are found by God to be without
sin.

This is a very personal confession on the part of the believer. The teacher in this classroom asks: What doth it profit thee now
that thou believest all this? And the answer we give to our teacher is this: I am righteous in Christ, before God, and an heir of
eternal life.

This very personal aspect of justification is underscored in the passage of Scripture assigned to us in our lesson: Rom 8:31-39.
The scene is a courtroom where God is Judge and into which we are brought to be judged. We have many accusers: the devil
is there to point out that we really belong to him and have no right to heaven. The world is present to bring accusations
against us that we are no better than they are. And our own consciences condemn us so that we are forced by the testimony
of our consciences to agree with our accusers and to admit with hanging heads: Yes, it is all true.

But then the Judge speaks. After examining all the evidence and weighing it carefully in the scales of absolute justice, the
Judge pronounces us innocent: “I have not found iniquity in Jacob, neither transgression in Israel.” That is the sentence! It
comes to us as a thunderbolt. God, the Judge of all the earth, who always judges rightly, finds us to be without sin and cannot
find any accusations against us to be true!

At first, we are not sure we have correctly heard it. It seems too good to be true. But then, the sentence of the divine Judge
sinks into our souls and we become confident that this amazing wonder is ours. And so we turn on our accusers: “Who shall
lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? Who is he that condemneth?”

That means that, in our lives, when the devil or the world, or even our own consciences try to sow the seeds of doubt in our
minds by pointing out our sins, we are able to say: “Go away devil; get far from me, world; be still, conscience. | know that
what you say is true. But | have Christ. He is mine. He bore my sins. He earned for me my innocence. He freely and graciously
gives it to me. God imputes it to me for Christ’s sake. Whatever you say is a lie. | am righteous in Christ before God.”



June 8 — LD 23, Day 5: The Blessings of Justification
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Romans 5
All the blessings of salvation follow our justification.

Our teacher emphasizes in our lesson the greatest of all such blessings: the forgiveness of sins. Here it is: “I have grossly
transgressed all the commandments of God, and kept none of them, and am still inclined to all evil; notwithstanding God,
without any merit of mine, but only of mere grace, grants and imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness and
holiness of Christ, even so, as If | never had sinned nor committed any sin: yea, as if | had fully accomplished all the obedience
which Christ has accomplished for me.”

How precious is the gift of the forgiveness of sins.

| sin against God in thought, word and deed. | commit sins of omission (by failing to do that which is my duty to do) and sins
of commission (I do those things | know are wrong and contrary to the will of God. Knowing what is sin and knowing God
disapproves, | do these things anyway.)

| do not do them once or twice, or even one hundred or two hundred times; | do them over and over again.

Yet when the day is finished and | prepare to seek sleep, | bring my sins to the throne of grace to confess them and express
my sorrow for them. Every time the Lord forgives and tells me that he will not hold these sins against me, for he has punished
them in His own dear Son.

And after rejoicing at the great blessedness of forgiveness, the next day | commit the same sins over again. Again | confess
them, and God forgives.

My sins intrude on everything. My confession of sin is not always as sincere as it ought to be. Sometimes | ask the Lord to
forgive, but not to keep me from that same sin. Sometimes | ask to be delivered from a sin, but add, not yet. Wait a few days.
Our prayers, our singing to God, our thankfulness — all our activities, even the most holy, are sinful. Yet God forgives. | see,
God says, no sin in Jacob, neither transgression in Israel.

When we lay our heads on death’s pillow, the words of our teacher come to our minds: “Death is not the penalty for sin, but
the door to glory. What comfort do we have while we live and when we die? Our sins are forgiven us.”

Hebrews puts it so beautifully: For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” (Heb. 4:15-16).

How blessed is he whose trespass

Hath freely been forgiven.

Whose sin is wholly covered

Before the sight of heaven. (Psalter No. 83)



June 9 - LD 23, Day 6: By Faith Alone
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Galatians 2:16-21

The great truth of the Reformation was “Justification by faith alone.” Luther opened the door to reformation in the church
with that simple, four-word statement.

The Roman Catholic Church taught differently. This apostate church that held sway over the whole of Europe taught
justification by faith and works. One had to do works in addition to believing in order to be saved. Luther had tried that in the
monastery. God plagued Luther with the consciousness of his sins. God drove Luther almost frantic, as Luther tried to
appease God by all sorts of works.

Chief among these works was his confessions of his sins to his superior, Johann Staupitz. He would spend long periods of time
confessing to Staupitz every little sin he could think of; and minutes after leaving Staupitz, he would think of another sin, and
hurry back to confess that sin as well.

Staupitz got sick of it all, and finally said to Luther, “Brother Martin, if you are going to confess all these sins to me, please
commit some big sin, like murdering your mother, to make your confession worthwhile.

Staupitz did not mean that literally, but he tried to show Luther the way to the cross of Christ, a way Luther could not yet see
as the way to peace. The blinders of the Roman Catholic church prevented him from seeing the cross.

But God led Luther, through this dark way, to the cross. And when Luther finally saw it, he exclaimed, “I saw heaven itself
opened before me!” He saw heaven as a reality for him through that dark and murky cross of Calvary.

The cross revealed heaven because Luther finally turned away from a preoccupation with his own works, and saw only the
work of Christ, which Christ performed on the cross.

When Luther translated the Bible into German, he translated such texts as Romans 5:1: “Therefore being justified by faith
alone, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” the Roman Catholics badgered him mercilessly for adding the

word “alone,” which they said was not in the original Greek.

Luther’s reply was, “I know the word is not in the Greek, but the idea is.” It was the word “alone” that infuriated the Roman
Catholics. But Luther insisted on it. It was the salvation of the church.

Why do so many leaders in the church and ministers of the gospel want to go back to that awful error of Rome? Why do they
want to turn their backs on Luther and his soul-wrenching struggle to come to peace with God?

We cannot tell with certainty, but man’s pride is a terrible thing and sinful man wants to preserve some tattered remnants of
his pride. And so he says, “I can do something too. | am justified by faith and my works.”

We ought to fall on our faces at the foot of the cross and confess that we can do nothing— nothing at all to be justified.



June 10 - LD 23, Day 7: Justification by Faith Alone
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Romans 3:19-31

The teacher who has assumed responsibility to instruct us in the absolute sovereignty of God in the work of salvation is intent
on getting this point, that we are justified by faith alone, across to us.

This teacher of ours recognizes that there are also plenty of people around who would quickly say, “Yes, we are justified by
faith,” but who also make faith a work. They make faith a work when they use expressions like, “You must accept Christ as
your personal Savior”; “You must let Jesus into your heart”; “Jesus wants to save you and loves you, but you must accept
him”.

Here our teacher speaks up: “Why sayest thou that thou art righteous by faith only? Answer: Not that | am acceptable to God
on account of the worthiness of my faith.” So, after all, they make faith a work and teach, in a sneaky way, that we are saved
by faith and works.

The point our teacher is making is not a mere doctrinal point; it is our salvation. |, we are reminded, need a comfort in the life
| am called to live, but also at the moment of death. If that comfort comes from my works, there is no comfort. The Roman
Catholic Church could just as well have hung a sign about its doors, “Abandon all comfort, ye who enter here.” The Catechism
says, your only comfort is that you do not have to save yourself nor contribute one little deed to your salvation. Your
salvation is in Christ. That is comfort!

Faith, as we learned earlier from our teacher, is the bond that unites us to Christ. Christ is like a giant reservoir in which all
the blessings of salvation for time and eternity are. Faith is the “pipeline” that connects us to Christ and through which all
Christ’s blessings flow into us.

Or to use another figure: Christ is the “dynamo” and source of all power. Faith is the electric wire that connects us to the
dynamo. If the “wire” is not there, we give no light. If we are connected to him, we shine in holiness and glory.

God gives that faith, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” (Eph. 2:8).

It is true that God causes that faith that he gives to come to conscious activity in our lives. We believe. We run to the cross
with the load of our sins. We take hold of the Saviour who hangs there. We make him our Saviour. And all these things are
activities of faith.

But let us remember that “it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Phil 2:13). God works
the “will” that makes us want to go to Christ. God himself actually works in us “to do of His good pleasure”. He makes us do

it.

But do not be alarmed by this; that God does it all is “our only comfort.”



The Second Part - Of Man's Deliverance
Of God The Holy Ghost

Lord's Day 24
Question 62. But why cannot our good works be the whole, or part of our righteousness before God?

Answer. Because, that the righteousness, which can be approved of before the tribunal of God, must be absolutely perfect,
and in all respects [a] conformable to the divine law; and also, that our best works in this life are all imperfect and [b] defiled
with sin.

Question 63. What! do not our good works merit, which yet God will reward in this and in a future life?

Answer. This reward is not of merit, but of grace. [c]

Question 64. But doth not this doctrine make men careless and profane?

Answer. By no means: for it is impossible that those, who are implanted into Christ by a true faith, should not bring forth
fruits of [d] thankfulness.

[a]: Gal. 3:10; Deut. 17:26
[b]: Isa. 64:6

[c]: Luke 17:10

[d]: Mat. 7:17,18; John 15:5
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June 11 - LD 24, Day 1: Objections Made and Answered
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Romans 3:1-18

The Biblical and confessional doctrine of justification by faith alone has been the object of constant attacks. These attacks
were already launched against Luther. They were launched especially by the Roman Catholic Church, which hated Luther’s
doctrine and did all in its power, including terrible persecution, to rid the church of it.

Luther stood firm. He called this doctrine the “hinge” on which hangs the whole church. Or, in another figure, this doctrine
determines the standing or falling of the church.

Similar attacks have been made throughout history. They were made wherever the truth of justification by faith alone was
preached. They were made in Germany, in Scotland, in the Netherlands, and elsewhere.

They are made again in more modern time with particularly fierce attacks that seem to have paralyzed many churches.

Following John Wesley and his preaching in England, attacks against justification by faith alone were made on the basis of
Wesley’s open and radical Arminianism. In the Scottish Church, attacks against this doctrine were made by the Marrow Men,
whose objections led to the adoption of the well-meant and gracious offer of the gospel.

Today we face the same attacks. Strangely these attacks come within Reformed and Presbyterian Churches. They come from
those who claim to be children of the Reformation; and yet they are not hesitant to deny the most fundamental truth of the
Reformation. And the fiercest attacks come from those who want to make salvation conditional. These even plead for a
conditional covenant. And from such error comes the error of a conditional justification — justification by faith and works.

What is worse, such views as are being taught in Reformed and Presbyterian circles today rob the child of God of his only
comfort. If your salvation and mine depended on the slightest measure of what we do that is pleasing to God, we are lost. It
cannot be any different.

To follow these false teachers is to commit the sin of Esau: sell our birthright for a bowl of bean soup.

And so, after teaching us the great truth of Justification by faith alone, without any works, our teacher warns us that in the
defense of this doctrine, we will be under constant and sometimes brutal attacks. We must be prepared for this, for if we

know before hand the nature of the attacks, we can be ready to meet them.

We must be ready to meet them and stand our ground, for the battle is not only on the level of our intellects; it is a spiritual
battle. Our salvation is at stake. To claim justification is partially or altogether based on works is to lose our salvation.

Our only hope is in justification by faith alone; that is, our only hope for salvation is in the cross of our Saviour.

10



June 12 - LD 24, Day 2: Cannot Our Works Save?
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Psalm 53, Psalm 14
The first objection to which our teacher calls attention, is a question that seems to be asked by someone who is surprised by
the fact that justification is not based on works. “Why can’t our works be the whole basis for our justification? Or, at least a

partial basis? What’s wrong with our good works?”

It is question that comes from a person who is rather proud of his goodness and is convinced that these works are surely
good enough for God to acknowledge their worth. Obviously, the man is proud.

But, wait a moment. Do we not often do the same? Is it not true that when God sends us some great affliction, and we writhe
beneath the heavy chastisement of God, that we often say, “Why me? Why does God do this to me?” And what we mean to

say is: “I do not deserve this, for | have not done anything that makes me worthy of such affliction.”

That kind of thinking is the same as being of the opinion that our works ought to be the ground for God doing good to us.
What makes people think better of themselves than is true?

The only explanation for this is pride. Pride caused Eve to speak with the serpent in Paradise, and to obey the serpent when
he suggested that eating of the forbidden tree would make her as God, knowing good and evil. Pride is the devil behind all
our boasting. Pride keeps us from admitting our sin and worthlessness.

Pride asks the question: “But why cannot our works be the whole, or part of our righteousness before God?”

The two most difficult words in any language to say, because of our pride, are: “I’'m sorry.”

We have a wise teacher to instruct us in the truth. He understands all too well why we like to raise objections to justification
by faith alone, without the works of the law. He will point us, first of all to our pride.

And then he will tell us what the Bible says about us and our works.
All our instruction up to this point is clearly what is taught in the Bible. The Bible also teaches us what to think of our good
works. And knowing what the Bible says about our good works, we will never, never think of them as the reason why God

ought to justify and save us on the grounds of what we do.

And when we stop to think about it all, we will shudder at the thought that our good works must save us. We will cringe with
horror that we could ever entertain such an idea.

We will fall on our faces before God, confess our sins, and thank God for Christ.
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June 13 - LD 24, Day 3: The Uselessness Of Our Works
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Psalm 10

Our teacher is very patient with us and tells us in some detail why it is impossible for our works to be in any way the basis for
our justification.

The first reason is that if our works must serve as a ground for our justification, they must be “absolutely perfect, and in all
respects conformable to the divine law.”

This clearly is true. God is, in His own divine being, a righteous God. He created man in true knowledge and holiness, but also
righteousness. As all God does is in perfect conformity with His holiness, so he made man able to do all things in perfect
conformity with God’s holiness. That is the righteousness approved by God.

Where someone is found who is as righteous as God demands, you will find a person whose whole life is in conformity with
the law of God. His thoughts and desires, his words and deeds are all perfectly in conformity with the law that God has given

for man.

But we must not forget that that law is: “Love the Lord thy God. And love him with all thy heart, mind, soul and strength.” An
outward conformity with the law will not do. It must be a conformity to the law of God that characterizes our entire nature.

But where can such righteousness be found?

The answer to that question is the second reason why our good works can never be the ground of our justification: “Our best
works in this life are all imperfect and defiled with sin.”

That is the indictment of Scripture.
Notice that our teacher is not now talking about wicked people; he is talking about God’s people, who through the power of
God'’s grace, actually do good works. He is talking about our worship of God, our prayers, our instruction of our children, our

care for the poor, our refusal to indulge in all the sinful activities of the wicked world in the midst of which we live.

Our teacher is talking about our works in this life. Another day is coming, for which this life is the preparation. But we live in
this life as God’s people. Can we claim, in this life, to keep God’s law perfectly? We cannot!

Worse yet, it is true we do good works, but every good work is imperfect. We sing God’s praises, but not from the heart. We
pray, but our minds wander during our prayers. We pray for God’s grace to escape a particular sin, but we add in our hearts,
“Not yet, Lord. | want to enjoy this sin a while first.” We help the poor, and hope to gain glory for it. We witness to others,

but do so very imperfectly. Our best works are still imperfect.

In a striking passage, Isaiah calls our “righteousnesses”, that is, our very best works, like “filthy rags”; that is, like menstrual
rags. That certainly does not say much for them.

How often we must ask God for forgiveness for our “good” works, for our best works are still corrupted and polluted by sins!
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June 14 - LD 24, Day 4: The Inability to Merit With God
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Matthew 20:1-10
But, our instructor tells us, there are other arguments that enemies of the truth will bring.

They will try to trap you into agreeing that our works merit with God. And then they will quote some texts for you. “For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” (Il Cor. 5:10). “See?” they will say, “We will receive something for doing good. The
text says so.”

Here is another verse: “And, behold, | come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall
be.” (Rev. 22:12). Jesus even calls what he will give us ‘a reward’.

Our teacher tells us that while it is indeed true that Scripture speaks of merit, the reward that we merit is not that we have
earned something with God, but is rather of grace.

One of our other confessions puts it very beautifully. Article 24 of the Confession of Faith explains all this.

“Therefore we do good works, but not to merit by them (for what can we merit?), nay we are beholden (“in debt to”, Herman
Hanko) to God for the good works we do, and not He to us, since it is He that worketh in us both to will and to do of His good
pleasure. Let us therefore attend to what is written: When ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say,
we are unprofitable servants; we have done that which was our duty to do. In the meantime, we do not deny that God
rewards our good works, but it is through His grace that He crowns His gifts.

Moreover, though we do good works, we do not found our salvation upon them; for we can do no work but what is polluted
by our flesh, and also punishable; and although we could perform such works, still, the remembrance of one sin is sufficient
to make God reject them. Thus, then, we would always be in doubt, tossed to and from without any certainty, and our poor
consciences continually vexed, if they relied not on the merits of the suffering and death of our Savior.”

There are three things the article says.

First, we cannot merit with God even though we do everything he requires of us. For, in that case, we have only done our
duty, and nothing beyond our duty.

The Roman Catholics talk about “works of supererogation,” by which they mean works which we do which go beyond our
duty, and merit sainthood. In fact, other people less able to perform these works, can draw to their account these works, for
they are in a bank in heaven and can be drawn on by others. What nonsense!

Second, consider that beautiful expression that the reward of grace is “through His grace that He crowns His gifts.” That is,
the works are His gift of grace, and so is their reward.

Third, if we had to rely on our good works, our consciences would always plague us. We rely on the merits of Christ and His
merits alone.
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June 15 - LD 24, Day 5: How We Do Good Works
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Ephesians 2:1-10

In the interests of learning fully how it is possible for a child of God to do good works, Paul speaks of this very thing in Eph
2:8-10.

We are dead in trespasses and sins, Paul tells us (2:1).
We are made alive by the power of God (2:1, 5).

This all is so much God’s work that it is rooted in God’s love for us and flows to us out of the fountain of His grace, His
unmerited favor. (2:4, 5).

The result is that we are saved by grace, through faith (2:8).

That salvation by grace, through faith, is not of ourselves, but is the gift of God. Grace is a gift; faith is a gift; and the resulting
salvation is a gift. It is never our work.

By making all these His gifts, God shuts the door to all boasting (2:9). If our works entered in, we would boast of our
contributions.

But we can hear some objector, off to the side, shouting, “But what about works? You are forgetting our works.”

“You are right,” the apostle says; “we do good works. But let me tell you about those good works. And then see once whether
you can still boast in them.”

First of all, we must remember that we are God’s workmanship. Now, a workmanship is a work of stunningly beautiful art
that shows by its beauty the skill of the artist and demonstrates why he is to be praised. That is what we, as God’s saints, are.

We are a work of the divine Artist who makes us His divine work so that we show forth His praise.

Second, we are a divine work of art “in Christ Jesus.” Christ Jesus and His people are one work of art, planed in eternity,
prepared in the cross of Christ, painted throughout history, finished in all its glory in heaven.

Third, the purpose God has in mind in preparing this masterpiece of the church in Christ is so that the church can do good
works: “Created in Christ Jesus unto good works.”

These good works are “before ordained”. That is, every good work each saint does is determined for him by God in His
eternal counsel before the creation of the world. This is possible because Christ merited them. Our good works are God'’s gift,

merited by Christ, graciously given. Good works are part of our salvation.

Finally, even the fact that we do these good works is ordained by God from all eternity. He gives us the privilege, the
blessings, the power to do that which Christ merited for us.

And these good works, a part of God’s masterpiece, are to the praise and the glory of the divine Artist. God is praised for our
good works, because God gave them to us to show His power and grace.

“Do you want to talk about works?” says Paul; “These are our good works. Where is the merit?’

We ought to thank God for the good works we do.
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June 16 — LD 24, Day 6: Good Works, The Fruit of Justification
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Romans 6

Never, never ought we to make our good works the ground or reason for our justification. Many may do that very thing, as
they have done it throughout the new dispensation. But to make our works in any way a contributing factor to our salvation
is to lose our salvation.

Put yourself once as standing before the judgment seat of Christ at the end of the world, where Christ sits blazing with all the
holiness of God Himself, in dazzling garments of white. It is your turn to be judged as worthy or unworthy of heaven. You are
commanded to produce your works, which would then be judged to determine whether you ought to go to heaven or hell.

You pull a book from your pocket and say to Christ: “On February 10, 1989 | prayed three times during the day. On June 5,
1997, | took care of one of the sick members of my church. On November 2000, | brought a cake over to a friend in the block

next to ours.” Do you think that Christ will order the angels to escort you into heaven?

Our best works are corrupted and polluted by sin. What then can we say about the myriads of our other works? We will, I am
sure, try to hide our best works behind our backs so that Christ cannot see them.

But what about these good works? We surely do them. And we are admonished in Scripture, again and again, to do them. We
do pray. We do sing praise to God. We do visit the sick. We do hate sin and struggle to walk in obedience.

Yes, we do these things, and many more. But we do them not to be justified because we do them; we do them because we
are already justified. They are the fruits of justification, not the grounds.

Consider a prisoner who is put in prison for the crime of theft. He is sentenced to prison for he is guilty. So the sinner is
sentenced to the prison of spiritual depravity and death because of his sin.

But someone pays the debt for the thief. He is then innocent of his crime. Can a just judge, nevertheless, keep him in prison
for that crime? No, he must let the prisoner go free. So, Christ paid our debt, and we are justified; that is, we are declared by

the Judge of all the earth to be innocent.

Can God then keep us in the prison of depravity and death? No! He who has justified us, now delivers us from the slavery of
sin and death. That is, He sanctifies us. We are made holy as He is holy.

It takes us a long time to be made holy; all our life. Our souls are made holy when we die, and our bodies in the resurrection
from the dead.

But we are holy in principle. And because we are holy in principle, we do good works. They too are of God.
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June 17 — LD 24, Day 7: A Careless And Profane Christian Is Impossible
by Prof Herman Hanko

Read: Matthew 25:31-46

What about careless and profane Christians? Are there such people? Do anyone of you know of such a person? Are you such
a person? Does the doctrine of justification by faith alone make you want to sin as much as you like because you are going to
heaven in any case? No matter how much you sin?

| know people who do say this as an excuse for their sins. Young people are sometimes tempted to say this. They go to shows,
drink too much alcohol, go to wild parties where ungodly music is played, and live as the world. When they are reprimanded
for their sins, they fall back on the excuse: | am justified without my works. | am going to heaven because my sins are
forgiven.

What can be said to these people? This can and must be said: If you excuse your sin because of the doctrine of justification
alone, you are not a Christian, for a Christian would never say anything like that. You may claim to be a Christian. You may
have been baptized. You may have gone to a Christian school. You may go to church every 